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Editor's Note
The Quarterly Journal of Private Law Studies: Dynamic and Steadfast
in Its Fifty-Sixth Year of Publication
“Indeed, rights are the broadest of things in description, yet the narrowest
in equitable distribution.”

(Adapted from a saying attributed to Imam Ali in Nahj al-Balaghah)

Mahmoud Kazemi \
Associate Professor, Islamic and Private Law Department, Faculty of Law and Political
Science, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran, Email: Makazemy@ut.ac.ir

Fifty-six years, in the life of an academic journal, is not merely a count of
years passed; it is the story of the continuity of a dialogue in which
generations of legal scholars have spoken of rights, justice, and legal order.
The endurance of a scholarly journal lies not in the number of issues it has
published, but in the continuity of thought that has flowed through its pages
and enlivened the academic discourse of the legal community.

The Quarterly Journal of Private Law Studies is one of the oldest legal
periodicals in Iran, published by the country's oldest academic institution in
the field of legal education and research—the Faculty of Law and Political
Science of the University of Tehran. The journal was first established in the
spring of 1970 under the title” Journal of the Faculty of Law and Political
Science”. In the introductory note to its ferst issue, written by the late Dr.
Manouchehr Ganji, Dean of the Faculty of Law and Political Science at the
University of Tehran, the motivation and objectives behind its publication
were articulated as follows:
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“We shall endeavor to examine and analyze issues of law and political
science with depth and sound judgment, so that readers may thereby have
access to a reliable and valuable means of understanding legal and political
science matters.”

It appears that the intention was for the journal to be published as a
quarterly, issuing one volume every three months. However, for reasons that
remain unclear, only twenty-two issues were published—irregularly—up to
July 1981. Thereafter, owing to the closure of universities and higher
education institutions across the country, publication was suspended.

Following a six-year interruption, a single issue (Issue No. 23) was
published in February 1988. However, this effort was not sustained, and the
publication once again ceased. The publication was once again suspended.

In December 1989, Issue No. 24 was released. In the preface to that issue,
Professor Seyed Hossein Safaei (may his life be long), then Dean of the
Faculty of Law and Political Science and the journal’s Managing Editor,
attributed the journal’s irregular publication schedule to the shortage of
faculty members and their excessive involvement in teaching
responsibilities and, at times, non-academic professional activities. This was,
indeed, a widespread affliction affecting virtually all institutions of higher
education in Iran—one that, far from being remedied over time, has in fact
intensified.

Since that period, the journal has been published continuously, although
its publication has occasionally been subject to delays.

The periodical was initially issued under the designation of a journal
(majalleh), was for a period published as a review or scholarly publication
(nashriyeh), and subsequently reverted to its original designation as a
journal. During the 1990s, its publication continued with greater regularity
and a more refined format. Having joined the Faculty of Law and Political
Science in 1992, | personally witnessed both the flourishing of the journal
and the considerable esteem in which it was held by students and
researchers alike.

A principal reason for this success was the presence within the Faculty of
Law and Political Science of the University of Tehran of a distinguished
generation of scholars whose academic works were regularly published in
the journal. Among them were the late Professors Abolgasem Gorji, Javad
Vahedi, Amir Nasser Katouzian, Ezzatollah Eraghi, Ali Dadban,
Abolhassan Mohammadi, Behrouz Akhlaghi, Abolfazl Ghazi, Abolhamd,
and many other eminent figures, most of whom are no longer among us. We
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pray that Almighty God may grant peace and divine mercy to their noble
souls.

From that remarkable generation, only a few distinguished scholars
remain today: Professors Seyed Hossein Safaei, Mohammad Ashouri,
Hossein-Ali Derounian, Negad-Ali Almasi, Jamshid Momtaz, and Ali
Azmayesh.

That generation was truly irreplaceable. As the Persian poet eloquently
observed, “The aged heavens must labor for many years before producing
their like.”” Indeed, one may wonder whether time itself has become barren
of nurturing scholars of their stature. In the words of the celebrated Arab
poet Abu Tammam al-Ta’i:

“Far be it that time should ever bring forth their equals; indeed, time
itself is barren when it comes to producing men such as they.”

In its early years, the journal published legal and political science articles
jointly. Beginning in the 2000s, however, one issue was devoted exclusively
to legal scholarship, while another was dedicated to political science
research. By the end of 2006, a total of seventy-four issues had been
published in this format and structure. Subsequently, in 2007, the
publication was formally divided into two separate journals—Law and
Politics. Under the title “Quarterly Journal of Law of the Faculty of Law
and Political Science”, it thereafter became exclusively devoted to the
publication of legal scholarship.

In 2014, following the further division of the Quarterly Journal of Law
into several specialized periodicals designed to accommodate research
across different legal disciplines, the journal continued its publication under
the title “Quarterly Journal of Private Law Studies”. From that time onward,
its primary focus has been the publication of scholarly articles in the fields
of Private Law and Islamic Law, and it has continued to appear under this
title to the present day.

Today, it is this Quarterly Journal of Private Law Studies that, with such
a distinguished historical legacy, embarks upon the fifty-sixth spring of its
publication.

We hereby invite all professors, researchers, and legal scholars to submit
their articles and research papers on foundational issues of Private Law,
Islamic Law, and the Philosophy of Law to this journal. We seek their
valuable cooperation in the dissemination of legal knowledge and the
advancement of scholarship in the field of Private Law. Priority for
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publication will be given to independently authored articles as well as
collaborative works authored by faculty members and researchers
(excluding student co-authorships).

And success comes only from God; upon Him we rely
May 2026
Editor-in-Chief, Quarterly Journal of Private Law Studies
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