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Editor's Note

“Living Through Love”:

In Memoriam Mahmoud Shahabi, the Late Professor of the Faculty of Law and
Political Science, on the Fortieth Anniversary of His Passing

We live by love, and love lived through us;

this is the secret of origination, which also became the secret of endurance.
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Science, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran, Email: Makazemy@ut.ac.ir
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The fourth of Mordad marks the fortieth anniversary of the passing of
Professor Mahmoud Shahabi Khorasani, one of the luminaries of
Iranian letters and thought, and of philosophy, theology (kalam),

jurisprudence (figh), and legal theory (usil al-figh). He was among

those eminent scholars whose intellectual careers took shape at the point
of convergence between the traditional pedagogy of the Hawza and the
new system of modern university education in Iran. Distinguished in

jurisprudence and its principles, philosophy and theology, history and

literature, and mysticism (irfan), he was an original thinker and a
muijtahid who left a substantial scholarly corpus. After years of study in
the Hawza of Mashhad and Isfahan, he began his teaching career at the
Sepahsalar School in Tehran. He subsequently joined the University of
Tehran, teaching first at the Faculty of Theology; following the
establishment of the Faculty of Law and Political Science, he held a
chair there, where he taught “Principles of Jurisprudence” (ustl al-figh)
and “Maxims of Jurisprudence”( gawa’id-e figh ) and attained the rank
of distinguished professor of the University of Tehran. His many years
at the Faculty of Law, beyond teaching jurisprudence and its principles
to successive generations of students of law and theology, contributed
significantly to the training of a number of Iran’s leading professors,

jurists, and judges. In this respect, Shahabi’s stature cannot be confined

to the scope of his scholarly writings; his legacy is a lasting one in
education, ethics, and mysticism, and he was also one of the pillars of
the Faculty’s institutional character. On the occasion of the fortieth
anniversary of this eminent professor’s passing, and in recognition of
his standing, this article offers a concise review of the various
dimensions of his life (scholarly, ethical, and mystical). It further seeks
to reassess his place in the history of legal education in Iran and at the
Faculty of Law of the University of Tehran.
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